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Oldies ﬁndng new gold online

An eager audience
aps into huge trove
f hits from the past

BY ALANA SEMUELS
Los AnceLes Tives

0S ANGELES
nce the Beatles arrived,
Frankie Avalon, whose hit
“Venus” was a No. 1 song

1 1959, watched as fans ditched |

syrupy pop for rock 'n’ roll.
“I figured that was over,” the

36-year-old crooner said about his

recording career.

Avalon went on to star in mov-
ies of the beach party genre. His
music was relegated to discount
bins in record stores and the play-
lists of oldies stations.

Almost 50 years later, Avalon’s
work is enjoying a digital renais-
sance. Thanks to sales on Apple's
iTunes and other online stores
and to music-sharing services
such as RealNetworks’s Rhap-
sody, his royalties have increased
a “significant” amount — he
wouldn't give details — and he
has acquired a new fan base. He
tours playing to people whose par-
ents were barely in their teens
when his music was popular on
transistor radios.

“In the world before digital mu-
sic, it was very difficult to find my
stuff,” Avalon said. “Now anybody
can find anything.”

Sales of albums by contemporary
musicians have been falling for
years, but deep catalog albums
(more than 4 years old) have seen
sales soar 104.2 percent from 2005
to 2006. That has been a hoon for
Avalon and other older artists.

Christina Greco, a 24-year-old
art student, is one reason. She
was impressed by Avalon's por-
trayal of Teen Angel in the 1978
movie “Grease” and hecame a real
fan when she learned they both
hailed from South Philadelphia.

based Digital Music Group Inc. ac-
quired the rights to distribute
335,000 tracks, some that had been
owned by Chancellor Records.

Some of the master recordings

are stored in a climate-controlled
warehouse in North Hollywood.
Some, like the 1962 recording
“Party Lights” by Claudine Clark,
hadn’t seen the light of day in dec-
ades. The company converts reel-
toreel tapes to digital, salvaging
disintegrating and corroded master
recordings and preserving them,
the company likes to say, forever.

For Ron Dante, “it’s like having -

a second career.” Dante, 60, was in
the Archies, which had the No. 1

single of 1969 with “Sugar, Sugar.”
As big as it was, “you would have

two or three years” of success in
those days, “and then the big-sell-
.ing years would be over.”

And now? Dante, who was
Barry Manilow’s producer and
backup singer, performs from
Wildwood, N.J., to Las Vegas.

The reality check is that with
millions of songs on the Internet,
just because an old tune is available
“doesn't mean that people are
going to break down the doors to
buy it,” said Greg Scholl, chief exec-
utive of New York-based Orchard,
another company that buys song
rights and sells the music online.

It takes a little marketing. When
Mary Weiss, formerly of the Shan-
gri-Las, recently came out with her
first album_since 1967, Orchard
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Frankie Avalon’s music is enjoying a digital renaissance, thanks to iTunes and other online stores.

promoted the album to blogs and
Web news outfits, Scholl said. “The
fact that she was very well known
in the '60s means people pay atten-
tion to her.”

Some artists would rather let
their original work shine than put
out new material.

Fabian Forte, a teen idol at 15
who bought out his contract at 18,
never imagined that his eight al-
bums, made over 22 years,
would last this long. But after
making 29 movies, he's back on
the road performing, oftentimes
to what he calls a cult of younger
people who are into music from
the 1950s.

“T feel like it never ended,” he
said of his music career. “That
never ceases to amaze me.”
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never really been interested in new

“Take on Me” in a record store, |

2“9§E§283g-—“—’-:
bﬂ..cg...- =@ e R
.E§°“<O_'g ”?ogc'u
z EE;";;—‘O 5{:4—1
» QP T g P
SE°5Sw G528
38~555%,§55n
69‘:”5 SQ“;. :’5
LR R it
: um"’s =R -Ral
S8 % B oEER
§. 72 P o =
thnegocﬁ = 3
uE IS 50-322
Z S Shion =8 b"—s"o
OO%',_.""-::;_Z‘_“\-
i SWT T aaE 2. a2
s ol g UEE“ ;
Q'—‘:%.ag%soc'ggc
E ZETRalEFE»SS

s gEal
- 8°%%g
=3 o &
5 =3
R ol 3
z Epa
g g
S E£&g
v S
£ 882
] - =
“’"‘2"5'“
28 e
g g 23
58 588
S8 32
527 gk
25 88

v |



